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We spent the afternoon watching our beloved Gators convincingly
beat the Crimson Tide for the SEC championship. Our six years at the
University of Florida as a law student and research faculty member
(our academic title was Visiting Assistant in Law, though we were
actually a staff attorney in social policy at the College of Law's
wonderful Center for Governmental Responsibility), back in the
halcyon days of coach Steve Spurrier.
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We'd lost interest in football after that night in Steve Kahn's Futurama
house when we were 12 and watched the bottom half of our front
two teeth fly out of our mouth after we were tackled during a stupid
game of helmet-less basement football on cement. We'd had surgery
in fourth grade to get those teeth to come out, and we suffered a lot
after that night.

Except for the little white football Y.A. Tittle autographed for us at a
Menswear Show at the New Yorker Hotel one year, we studiously
avoided football fandom until we were forty and a first-year law

student in Gainesville.

But even when we were trying hard to read cases on Saturday
afternoons during that first boot-camp-ish semester the fall of 1991,
we could follow games from our apartment in the Student Ghetto by
hearing the tumultuous cheers from The Swamp, as we lived only
blocks away from Ben Hill Griffin Stadium, and soon we turned on the
TV, Palsgraf v. Long Island Railroad Co. being no match for the
Gators v. anybody.
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